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Unity 

(In Appreciation for Our Parents and Teachers) 

The poem was written by Ray A. Lingenfelter, Elementary Principal. 

This Choral Reading/Speaking piece, Based on the Poem, was Adjusted 

and Formatted as a Choral Performance Script by Lois Walker. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ESTABLISHING THE RHYTHM 

To find the proper rhythm for this rhyming piece, first read-aloud and 

clap through the sections as you go. Each underlined word or word 

part falls directly on a beat. As you read, clap on each underlined 

word, keeping the rhythm steady. Be careful not to read too fast! This 
is a rehearsal technique and readers will not clap throughout these 

sections during performance.  After you have established the beat, it is 

time to start interpreting, experimenting, and having fun with the 

words by varying tempo, volume, inflection, and expression. 

READERS: The script is formatted for 1 SOLO READER, ALL FEMALE 

VOICES, ALL MALE VOICES, and ALL. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ALL:     I dreamed I stood in a studio 

And watched two sculptors there, 

The clay they used was a student's mind 

And they fashioned it with care. 

 

ALL FEMALE VOICES:  One was a teacher; 
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ALL MALE VOICES:  The teacher's tools were books and music  

and art; 

 

ALL FEMALE VOICES:  One was a parent;  

 

ALL MALE VOICES:  The parent's tools included a loving heart. 

 

ALL:     And when at last their work was done, 

They were proud of their creation, 

For the elements worked into that mind 

Were causes for celebration! 

 

ALL FEMALE VOICES:  And each agreed they might have failed 

If they had worked alone. 

 

ALL MALE VOICES:  For behind the parent stood the school, 

And behind the teacher stood the home. 
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ALL:     So for this winning combination, 

Your dedication and inspiration, 

Determination and imagination,  

 

SOLO VOICE:   We'd like to express our... 

 

ALL:     APPRECIATION! 

 

ALL FEMALE VOICES:  Thank you, PARENTS... 

 

ALL MALE VOICES:  Thank you, TEACHERS... 

 

ALL:     YOOOOOOU'RE THHHHHHE BEST! 

 

 


